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“Coloring Christmas” Quartz Hill Gemstones
By Pastor Tom Hower
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We held a church planning and vision meeting omrgaty the 19th of November to discuss future plansur congre-
gation. Pastor Tom and Fil hosted the meetindi@irthome and Cindy and Jeff catered food—THANKS HE
HOWER'S AND SHELDON'S! Participation was greate Wad a total of 17 members who attended to pravieie
ideas and suggestions for our future. The HolyiSpas with us! Everybody agreed we are a healtiaying, loving
church and should build on our strengths. The Fepyrit led us to 1 John 4:19, “We loved becausdiks loved us.”
We captured many great ideas, but the overarchisigivwas to use our strengths to minister to memiveneed and
new members while expanding our outreach into gmensunity.

What is the next step? We need your ideas andsgupphe plan is to use Administrative Council tmegs on a peri-
odic bases along with some dedicated time in or@enature our plan of action. We will be contirgiithis discussion
at our next Ad Council meeting on January 11, 28112 PM. All are welcome. Or see Pastor Tom, S8Udarams or
myself(Brian Hobbs) to share your inputs. God bless.
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Carpenter’s Glasses him in China, so he came to speak The people listened, happy for
one Sunday at my grandfather's  the miraculous glasses. But the

My mother’s father worked as @ smg|| church in Chicago. The missionary surely must have
carpenter. On this particular day, missionary began by thanking the confused their church with an-
he was building some crates for pegple for their faithfulness in other, they thought. There were
the clothes his church was sendingypporting him. no glasses on their list of items
to orphanages in China. On his "~ to be sent overseas. But sitting

way home, he reached into his ~ But most ofall, he said, I must  jietly in the back, with tears
shirt pocket to find his glasses, buthank you for the glasses you sent g0 ming down his face, an
they were gone. When he men- last. You see, the Communists ha ordinary carpenter realizéd the
tally replayed his earlier actions, Just swept through the orphanage, 1 sier carpenter had used him
he realized what had happened; destroying everything, including ., - oy iraordinary way.

the glasses had slipped out of his my glasses.

pocket unnoticed and fallen into
one of the crates, which he had
nailed shut. His brand new
glasses were heading to China!

| was desperate. Even if | had the
money, there was simply no way o
replacing those glasses. Along wit
not being able to see well, | experi-
The Great Depression was at its enced headaches every day, so m'
height and Grandpa had six chil- coworkers and | were much in
dren. He had spent $20 for those prayer about this. Then your crate:
g|asses that very morning. He  arrived. When my staff removed
was upset by the thought of hav- the covers, they found a pair of

ing to buy another pair. Its not  glasses lying on top.

fair, he told God as he drove hom
in frustration. I've been very
faithful in giving of my time and
money to your work, and not this.

%he missionary paused long enouc
to let his words sink in. Then, still
gripped with the wonder of it all, he
continued: Folks, when I tried on
Months later, the director of the the glasses, it was as though they This year we will support Angel Tree

. h n tom m iust for m by purchasing gifts for a local family
orphanage was on furlough in the ad been custo ade just for me less fortunate than us. Gift requests

all the churches that supported ~ of that. Christmas Tree. May unexpected
blessings come from your gifts.
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